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and the Bruges Canal -were blocked, and it did not
appear how, under the constant assaults of our air-
craft, they could ever be cleared. Tie quality of
the British navy had been triumphantly vindicated.
and in the darkest days of the war on land the Iiari-
pressed Allies were given assurance that their fleet
was still master of the seas, and the final barrier to
a German victory. The aSair will rank in history
among the classic exploits of sea warfare.

The attack on Ostend was less successf.ji, but a
second attempt was made on the night of the 9th of
May, and in a dense sea fog the Vindictive was sunk
in the entrance to the harbour.    Zeebragge and
Ostend were the last nails in the coSn of the German
navy.   It seemed all but incredible that along with
the great German land attack in France and Flanders
there should not be some attempt at action by the
ships from Kiel and Wilhelmshaven.   If Germany
was staking everything on victory, surely she must
stake her fleet.    It did not come.    The British
reserves were ferried across the Channel without
interference.    Britain herself attacked by sea two
most vital bases and ruined them irrevocably, and
still the great battleships gave no sign.    At the
moment it was a mystery, but sis months later that
mystery was explained.    The German fleet had
ceased to be more than a name.    The sleepless
activity of Sir David Beatty had paralyzed its heart.
Already the British Admiralty knew what the Ger-
man Marineamt only dimly guessed, that the first
order given to prepare a fleet action would for the
German navy be the signal for revolution.
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